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political reasons, He had reserved in petto since the Second
Consistory of September 1493, who was
The Lord Don Luis de Aragona, son of King Don
Ferrando I; Cardinal-Presbyter of the Title of
Santa Maria in Cosmediv. (He was commonly
called "The Cardinal of Aragon")
At the incoming of winter arrived an opportunity for
che enemies of the Lord Alexander P.P. VI to blaspheme.
Madonna Lucrezia Borgia was living in the Convent of
San Sisto, separated from her husband, Don Giovanni
Sforza the Tyrant of Pesaro; and seeking a decree of
nullity of marriage, alleging a canonical impediment. This
young man was cousin to the Duke of Milan, very hand-
some in person, and intelligent. He already had been mar-
ried to Madonna Maddalena Gonzaga, who in 1490 had
died di catiwo parto (Gregorovius). In 1493, being then
in his twenty-sixth year, he had married Madonna Lu-
crezia, from whose Father he held his Tyranny of Pesaro
by way of fief, consolidating the alliance of Sforza and
Borgia. He had most of the advantages of life, illustrious
birth, rank, youth, health, a splendid position, intimate
relationship with his feudal lord, and a wife acknowledged
by all contemporaries as the most beautiful woman of her
time: and now, after little more than three years, he was to
be held up to the derision of all by the annulment of his
marriage on the score of a^fjvdfita.
Nothing, at any time, is more certain to enrage a man
than this; and, in the Fifteenth Century, the Century of the
Discovery of Man, when dv^Qsia was prized and wor-
shipped, a charge which made him look ridiculous in the
estimation of his species, which struck at the very root of
his manlihood, was sure to be furiously resented. When
his wife left him to enter her petition, Don Giovanni Sforza

